
TEMI Teacher of the Year 2023

Leslie Nielsen(American)

On a clear day, Leslie can 
see Mt. Fuji from her school 

room. The Blue School 
caters to preschoolers all 
the way up to adults. She 

treats every student with 
compassion, which is why 

they stay with her many 
years. Leslie is also our 
talented, bilingual Little 

America English Teacher 
Support Group 

Administrator. She takes 
care of us in the same way 
she takes care of her 

students: tenderly. 

             Motto: “Let’s have fun together learning English!”


Leslie's comment: My first TEMI 

experience was a 2-day seminar in 2015 at 
a time when I had been teaching children 
for only a short while. I was feeling a little 

overwhelmed as I don’t have children 
myself and didn’t really know what I was 

doing with a group of five 3-year-olds. 
Thanks to Helene’s passion for teaching 
English, her far-reaching expertise, and the 

loving care she gives to everyone around 
her, I was able to face my littlest students 

with greater confidence. I continue to be 
grateful for all the support TEMI provides 
with material, seminars, advice, and the 

Little America Facebook group. Being 
acknowledged by Helene and the TEMI 

team is a true honor, and I will always 

treasure it. Thank you.


Helene’s comment: Leslie won 

me over at our first  TEMI 
Seminar with her sincerity and 
passion for teaching. She wants 

the best for her students. She is 
perfectly bilingual, so she can 

connect with them on two levels. 
Lucky students!
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